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Monday's Paper 


By Clara Aiken Speer 


owe are those Sabbaths, when the very 
air 
Seemed hushed to quiet and repose, 
When all the roads that outward led went to 
The house where prayer and praise uprose. 


Within the walls of home there was a calm 
As in a holy presence; thoughts of gain 

And care were put aside to ponder well 
How much men labor for is vain. 


For little children there was time to learn 
What childish minds may know of things 
Eternal, and the family chorus sang 
The songs of age-old worshipings. 


Gone are the Mondays which succeeded days 
So spent, when with new heart and mind 
The daily task was taken up again 
With hands made stronger and more kind. 


Now Sunday comes, a day of rush and speed, 
Of careless mirth, far wandering, 

Of gay, yes, of debasing revelry, 
Of turmoil and of squandering. 


And Monday comes, a bitter, weary day, 
With no new strength for youth or age, 
And headlines in the Monday papers scream 

Their lurid news across the page. 


Ww 
Religion, or Life? 


Those who are spiritually dead may 
be very religious. There were certain 
prominent religious leaders of the Jews 
who “desired a murderer to be granted 
unto” them, and who “killed the Prince 
of life’ (Acts 3:14, 15). As they went 
about their murderous work they were 
scrupulously careful about certain religious 
duties. They were leading the true Pass- 
over Lamb, the “Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world,” sinfully and 


illegally to his death, themselves being his 
murderers, and here is the record: “Then 
led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall 
of judgment: and it was early; and they 
themselves went not into the judgment hall, 
lest they should be defiled; but that they 
might eat the passover.” “Was ever a rec- 
ord in all history or literature so ironic 
in its picture of tragic blindness and spir- 
itual deadness? These very religious men 
were scrupulously careful not'to be defiled 
while they were killing the Prince of Life, 
rejecting Israel’s Messiah and the Saviour 
of the world, blaspheming against the Son 
of God, and defying God himself. As we 
turn in amazement and horror from the 
picture, shall we not examine ourselves? 
Have we never been living in ‘the realm 
of death even while we were careful in 
church and Sunday school attendance and 
in other religious duties? Life is more 
important than religion. We can have the 
life more abundant only as we make him 
Lord of our hearts who died to save us. 
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Tugwell’s Trinity 

Strange things are happening in high 
places in so-called Christian America. It 
is common talk—and of course it is de- 
nied — that Communism and the Reds have 
powerful influence in our Government. 
Communism and atheism, with immorality, 
go together. The March number of The 
Democratic Digest, published by the 
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Woman’s National Democratic Club, 
Washington, D. C., gave an addgess by 
Rexford Guy Tugwell, a leading spirit in 
the so-called Brain Trust, whose appoint- 
ment to the newly created post of Under- 
secretary of Agriculture was recently ap- 
proved by the Senate after rather violent 
discussion. Said Mr. Tugwell: “It would 
be treason to the entire spirit of the New 
Deal to lose sight of the fact that its 
objective, as stated by President Roose- 
velt himself, is to make possible a more 
abundant life for the American people. 
Such an abundant life implies the enjoy- 
ment of the good things of life in security 
and contentment. . . . One of the oldest 
and quietest roads to contentment lies 
through the conventional trinity of wine, 
woman, and song. We have a chance, now 
that the repeal of the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment is an accomplished fact, to establish 
a tradition of wine, used as a mild social 
stimulant, together with good food, good 
talk, and good company, and, let me add, 
good song.” No comment is needed. Not 
many years ago it would have been im- 
possible for a reputable leader in the 
United States Government to make a pub- 
lic statement like this. Surely it intensifies 
the need of that for which so many are 
praying, and which was pictured so graph- 
ically by Dr. Pace’s cartoon on the front 
page of a recent Times: America at the 
old-fashioned mourner’s bench, pourifg Out 
the prayer, “God, be merciful to mé 

sinner.” ‘ 
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Whither the World ? 


NEW journal of prophecy has 
A appeared. There have been, and are, 
many such. Some have given the 
views of self-appointed prophets, and have 
come to naught. Some have been trivial, 
fantastic, fanatical, and have ceased to be 
or have failed to hold serious attention. 
Some have offered wholesome study of 
the prophetic Scriptures, not hesitating to 
publish articles relating current events to 
Bible prophecy and setting forth conserva- 
tive views of the Scripturally predicted 
course of this age and the Lord’s return. 
The latest journal of this sort is entitled 
Present and Future, and is edited by an 
Englishwoman who has had prominence in 
various fields, Christabel Pankhurst, LL.B. 
After Miss Pankhurst and her mother had 
been conspicuous leaders in the long and 
successful fight for woman suffrage her 
attention was turned, by the significance 
of events during the World War, to the 
study of Bible prophecy, and she now has 
a number of books in this field to her 


credit, and has been prominent on the 1éc- 
ture platform in the Old Country and Can- 
ada and the United States. Mr. Lloyd 
George presided at one of her meetings, 
on this subject, in England not long ago. 

Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times considers 
her newly launched journal of prophecy 
of sufficient importance to bring it before 
the readers as worthy of study, whether 
its views are accepted or not. For Miss 
Pankhurst is familiar with the best intel- 
lectual thought of the day, and has many 
personal contacts with political, literary, 
and religious leaders in Europe, Great Brit- 
ain, and North America, so that what she 
writes is of unusual interest and is clearly 
and thoughtfully presented. A few extracts 
from the first issue of her paper, which 
appeared in May suggest the sort of study 
she considers worth while. 

Her editorial salutatory states modestly 
that this monthly paper is “edited by one 
who is simply.a member of the Church of 
England,” and is entirely personal and in- 
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dependent, being “intended chiefly for dis- 
tribution, through the post and otherwise, 
among those as yet unfamiliar with ‘the 
view it presents.” It is published at 16 
Baker Street, London, W. 1, England. 

“Theology and Politics, intertwined in 
a prophetic strand, make the subject mat- 
ter of this paper. Our wish is to share 
good news with others, and to offer an 
antidote to the sorrow, and even disillu- 
sionment and bitterness of spirit, felt by 
many as, in the midst of present world 
crisis and peril, they fear that the world’s 
future may be darker still.” It is encour- 
aging to note that optimism, not pessimism, 
is the dominant note throughout. Bible 
prophecy is indeed full of Good News, for 
the Gospel of redemption, wrought out 
by the death, resurrection, ascension, and 
coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
is at its heart. 

It is noted that the Great War did away 
with much false optimism, but also that 
“pessimism was banished by the considera- 
tion of Biblical prophecy with its intel- 
lectually satisfying interpretation of past 
and present history, and its promise of a 
future divine intervention by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to retrieve the ever recurring fail- 
ures of mankind and establish peace and 
righteousness.” 

“Whither the World?” is the question- 
title of the leader. The editor boldly 
announces, after. noting that. all thinking 
and feeling men and women are asking this 
question today, that her journal will “an- 
swer their anxious wondering and prove 
that there is true and good news of the 
future.” But there is no suggestion that 
this new journal will offer any mere views 
of its own, but only that it will seek to 
search the Scriptures and bring to bear all 
possible light from God’s Word on the 
meaning of events that are happening daily 
before our eyes, and upon the future so 
far as God has revealed it. 

The following paragraph is significant: 
“<Progress’ and ‘evolution’ are disappear- 
ing from current philosophies of the future. 
The world-war and after-war experience 
have convinced many that progress is not 
sure and continual, and recent archeologi- 
cal research has taught more plainly than 
ever that ancient, now-dead civilizations 
were remarkably progressive, and in many 
ways rivaled. our own, as witnessed by 
their architecture and other features able 
to survive centuries of burial. No! Good 
news of the future cannot be gained by 
reasoning from the past and the present, 
and the Utopias and predictions thus con- 
trived are neither convincing nor attractive.” 

But what God may have to say of the 
future is convincing, because of the many 
prophecies made in the Scriptures long ago 
that have come true in literal and unmis- 
takable detail. “Belief in Biblical prophe- 
cies is warranted by the practical and con- 
clusive test of experience. They have come 
true in the past, they are coming true 
today, and therefore we must conclude 
that they will continue to come true in 
the future, until all shall have been ful- 
filled: such is the verdict of reason and 
logic.” 

Throughout this new journal of serious 
Bible study there is a noticeable recog- 
nition of the intellect, of human reason at 
its best, of logic and true rationalism. 
Man’s intellectual faculties are not only 
not opposed or contrary to faith in God 
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and Christ, they are at their best only 
when united. to such faith. No human mind 
has ever excelled the apostle Paul’s in 
cogent reasoning and irresistible logic; and 
Paul counted “all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord,” and rang the inspired 
changes on “that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” So it is inter- 
esting to read Miss Pankhurst’s conviction 
that “the ascension and the future return 
of the incarnate Lord of the Universe are 
also quite scientifically and rationally credi- 
ble.” 

In conclusion: “Perhaps there is some 
yet unimagined explanation of the ‘how’ 
of prophecy, but the fact of prophecy is 
sure, What God has predicted he will do.” 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Who Are Saints? 


A group of us are studying the New Tes- 
tament.,, We have noticed the frequent 
references to “saints,” and we are puzzled 
as to whom they refer to. Some references 
make us think that all Christians are saints, 
and others that they are a certain group. 
We shall appreciate your answering this 
question for us.—A Louisana reader. 

All children of God, born again by faith 
in Christ as Saviour, are saints. The Greek 
word translated “saint” throughout the 
New Testament is hagios, and means set 
apart, separate, holy. The same Greek 
root appears in the New Testament words 
translated sanctify and sanctification. The 
meaning is “to set apart for God.” Every 
sinner who turns to God and by faith re- 
ceives Jesus Christ the Son of God as Sav- 
iour is at once born again by the Holy 
Spirit, thus becoming a child of God (John 
1:12, 13), and is thereby set apart for 
God, justified, sanctified, cleansed, made 
white in the blood of the Lamb. No one 
is a saint because of what he has done for 
God; all saints have become saints because 
of what God has done for them. Every 
Christian can say with praise and thanks- 
giving: “Unto him: that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood” 
(Rev. 1:5). Thus to be washed or 
cleansed, separated from our sins and set 
apart unto God, is to be made a saint. 

While all Christians, therefore, are 
saints, it is a sad fact that not all Chris- 
tians live 23 saints. “Are ye not carnal, 
and walk as men?” Paul wrote to the Cor- 
inthian Christians (1 Cor. 3:3). If Chris- 
tians do not yield themselves “unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead” 
(Rom. 6:13), presenting their bodies a 
living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1), and “looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith” (Heb. 12:2), they are bound to sin, 
just as though they were not saved, sep- 
arated, saints. Sinners cannot live as 
saints, but saints can live as sinners; and 
the New Testament is filled with inspired 
pleadings, counsels, exhortations, and warn- 
ings to God’s children to live day by day 
and moment by moment as saints should 
live. The secret is in Colossians 2:6: “As 
ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him.” The victorious 
and saintly walk of the saint is by faith 
in the keeping power of the Christ who 
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saved from the wages of sin, or death. 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death” (Rom, 8:2). 


> at 


Brass in Palestine 


In Deuteronomy 8:9 we read a state- 
ment about Palestine: “out of whose hills 
thou mayest dig brass.” 


I understand that brass is an alloy of 
copper and some other metal. I do not 
think that brass has ever been found in 
mines. Copper and the other metals have 
been found, and by artificial means have 
been fused to form the brass. 


But if man can make alloys, why can- 
not God do the same? Is it not possible 
that there is such an ore in Palestine as 
brass ore, and that it has not yet been 
discovered? Copper and nickel occur to- 
gether near Sudbury; why cannot copper 
and zinc occur together in some of the Pales- 
tine rocks? 


I take the verse quoted to be literally 
true, and that there is in the hills of the 
Holy Land, not simply copper, but brass 
itself. I would like the opinion of others.— 
An Ontario reader. 

In the inspired description given by 
Moses of the land into which God would 
lead Israel after bringing her out of the 
bondage of Egypt, we read that it is “a 
land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and 
fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil 
olive, and honey; a land wherein thou shalt 
eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not 
lack any thing in it; a land whose stones 
are iron, and out of whose hills thou may- 
est dig brass” (Deut. 8:8, 9). 

These statements about metals undoubt- 
edly refer to the ores from which the 
metals come. Thus the statement, “a land 
whose stones are iron,” undoubtedly means 
there was iron ore there, and that it was 
mined just as iron is mined in America. 
It is not taken out of the ground as iron, 
but as iron ore; yet it is true that a coun- 
try where iron ore is mined is “a land 
whose stones are iron.” Similarly of the 
reference to brass. It is not necessary to 
understand that the actual alloy brass, made 
of copper and zinc, was dug out of the 
ground in Canaan as brass, but that out of 
those hills could be dug the constituents, 
copper and zinc, and thus we find the ex- 
pression, “out of whose hills thou mayest 
dig brass.” 

In other words, the reference to stones 
of iron, and to brass, are to be taken in 
the same way as the reference to olive 
oil— “a land of oil olive.’ The oil had 
to be extracted from the olives, as iron 
had to be extracted from the ore. 

To read the Bible understandingly in 
the light of such facts as these does not 
bring into question its inspired or God- 
breathed accuracy and infallibility, for we 
know from many parts of the Scriptures 
that God intends it to be read understand- 
ingly, and not with a blind and mistaken 
literalness that would plainly be contrary to 
the meaning of a passage. Thus when the 
Lord Jesus says to his disciples, “I am the 
vine, ye are the branches,” he does not 
mean that he is literally a grape vine, or 
a vegetation of any sort, but this is an 
obvious figure of speech with infinitely 
precious meaning: he and all believers are 
eternally united as one living organism, his 
life being their life, and they having that 
same living relationship to himself that 
the branches of a vine have to the vine. 
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The preaching that won the admiration 
of great orators and writers 


Spurgeon’s Mastery of Words and Oratorical Wizardry 
By W. Graham Scroggie, D.D. | 














IS Style—If, as Newman says, “style 
H is thinking out into language,” then, 

Spurgeon was a master of style. Of 
course, there -are all sorts of styles, but 
all do not make a wide appeal. Preaching 
style may be involved, or staccato, or florid, 
or discursive, or untidy, or heavy, or pretty, 
but none of these defects entered into Spur- 
geon’s style. It was limpid and lucid; it 
had the clearness and flow and music of 
a mountain stream; it was picturesque, but 
not decorative; direct and not discursive; 
colloquial but not coarse; pithy and pun- 
gent. In his sermons is no wild luxuriance 
nor wearying circumlocution. He would 
eschew the language I am employing to 
describe his style. No preacher ever spoke 
in purer Anglo Saxon. He was a mas- 
ter of words, and drew to his oratorical 
wizardry such men as Bright, and Glad- 
stone, and Ruskin. 

What Spurgeon said was transparently 
simple and yet tremendously profound. But 
such a style was not the inevitable expres- 
sion of natural ability, but the result of 
hard work. He studied words and chose 
words, and always chose them for, their 
fitness to accomplish what he had in view. 
Dr. Chalmers did much by means of, or 
in spite of, his long periods; and Dean 
Farrar, by means of, or in spite of, his 
polysyllabism; but with these Spurgeon 
would never have reached the people. 
Chalmers demands of hearer and reader a 
memory, and Farrar made a dictionary a 
necessity, but Spurgeon was at once un- 
derstood by everybody. In his first pas- 
torate he wrote his sermons, but later he 
dictated, and all the time he aimed at sim- 
plicity and precision, with the result that 
not a little of what he has left us is in 
classic style. 


His Pure Anglo-Saxon t 


We venture to say that if young men 
intending to preach would make an in- 
tensive study of the Authorized Version 
of the Bible, Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, 
and Spurgeon’s Sermons, they would de- 
velop a style that still would draw and 
hold the people. A man may preach at 
people and will offend them, or he may 
preach for them and entertain them, or he 
may preach to them and bless them. Spur- 
geon did the last. He did not say things 
for the benefit of people who were not 
there, but addressed himself in plain, right, 
forth-telling Saxon to the crowd before 
him, and they had to listen. George Eliot 
thought he was vulgar when she heard him, 
but perhaps he had reminded her of a 
good she had forsaken. 


4. His Knowledge—But the most won- 
derful voice, manner, and style all together 
could not make a man a success either in 
Parliament, or in the pulpit, or at the 
Bar. He must have something to say. 
And while it is better to say something 
badly than to say nothing well, it is best 
to say something well. Much of Mr. 
Spurgeon’s success is due to the expression 


John Ruskin, a master of English style, 
Augustine Birrell, statesman and man 
of letters, and John Bright and William 
Gladstone, whose oratory moved the 
British Empire, all listened to Spur- 
geon with the greatest pleasure. But 
as Dr. Scroggie, with keen discern- 
ment, has clearly shown in last week’s 
article and in this, the concluding ar- 
ticle of his series, no one factor alone 
is enough to explain Spurgeon’s great- 
ness. Having discussed last week two 
of the qualities that made Spurgeon a 
great preacher, he now sets forth four 
more. And in one sentence he gives 
one of the briefest and most satisfying 
explanations ever given of that amaz- 
ing man, Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 








of his thought, but vastly more is due to 
the thought expressed. With laborious 
care he studied nature, and the Bible, and 
man, and God. These were the sources 
of his knowledge, and how ample that 
knowledge was his preaching showed, and 
his writings show. Not only did he gather 
knowledge directly, but he employed others 
to gather it for him, and, but for this, we 
could hardly have had the Explanatory 
Notes and Quaint Sayings, and the Hints 
to Preachers, which are in such profusion 
in his “Treasury of David.” He laid 
everything under contribution to the 
preaching of the Gospel, and did it in such 
a way as not to call attention to his knowl- 
edge but to his Master. No man, of course, 
can traverse every field of knowledge, and 
Spurgeon, like Alexander Whyte, lingered 
longest, perhaps, with the Puritans, but 
his general knowledge, as we have seen, 
went far beyond that fruitful field. 


5. His Imagination and Humor.—Then, 
Mr. Spurgeon had imagination, and that’s 
what some people will never be guilty of. 
Imagination is one of the most powerful 
forces in the world. Behind the writing 
of books and fighting of battles is imagina- 
tion; behind the discovery of continents 
and the rearing of empires is imagination; 
imagination is the stuff of day dreams, and 
the parent of all possibility. 

Imagination is the creative power of the 
mind, and is not to be confused with fancy. 
Fancy is decorative, but imagination is 
constructive; fancy is superficial, but imag- 
ination is profound; fancy may be false, 
but imagination is always true; fancy is 
playful, but imagination is penetrative. 
Science has no use for fancy, but all its 
advances have been made by imagination. 


“John Ploughman” and “Salt Cellars” 


Now a preacher will not get far with- 
out imagination; indeed, where it is lack- 
ing, he is doomed to fail. All the great 
preachers have been rich in imagination. 

Well, Spurgeon had a singularly rich 
imagination, and he used it to great pur- 
pose, “John Ploughman’s Talk” is a classic 
of the imagination, and, in a less degree, 


so also is “Salt Cellars.” And the Ser- 
mons abound in figures of speech, in rich 
similes, and in haunting phrases. These 
writings are an intellectual treat as well 
as a spiritual feast, and well worthy of 
careful study and discriminative imitation. 

It has been said that every g-eat evan- 
gelist has had a strong sense of humor, 
and one can well believe it, for in such 
constant and close touch as they are with 
human nature in all its moods, they could 
scarcely endure without this sense. Much 
has been said and written about Mr. Spur- 
geon’s humor in tones alike of commenda- 
tion and condemnation. No doubt many 
of the stories told of him are apocryphal, 
but when at last we get down to the truth 
the fact remains that he had an unusually 
rich vein of humor. 

Now, humor is a quality-ingredient of 
human nature, and has both an intellectual 
and a moral value, and for a preacher to 
be without this quality must prove a severe 
if not a fatal handicap. That some peo- 
ple cheapen and vulgarize humor is noth- 
ing against the quality, but Mr. Spurgeon 
never descended to that level. His humor 
was spontaneous and sparkling, and by 
means of it he taught many lessons which 
could not have been communicated in any 
other way, and, no doubt, by means of 
it many a strained situation was relieved. 
Sarcasm, irony, and wit are ingredients 
of humor, and Mr. Spurgeon used them 
all. His humor was always clean, and 
never cruel, it was purposeful fun and 
never enervating frivolity. When preach- 
ing he did not indulge in jokes, nor was 
it ever his object merely to make people 
laugh. Like all his other qualities his 
humor was disciplined, and so was a serv- 
ant and not a master. 

Summing Up His Gifts 

Let us say, then, that in any attempt to 
discover the secret of Mr. Spurgeon’s phe- 
nomenal success, regard must be had for 
his marvelous voice, his dramatic gestures, 
his classic style, his wide knowledge, his 
rich imagination, and his insinuating hu- 
mor. But all these qualities together do 
not account for him: there must have 


been something more, and that something 
more was: 


6. His Spiritual Power.—Sir Robertson 
Nicoll said that Mr. Spurgeon’s secret was 
“The Holy Ghost.” That may or may 
not be an adequate explanation, according 
to how much he meant by the expression. 
If by it he meant only that the preacher’s 
secret was spiritual power, the explanation 
is not adequate; but if by it he meant that 
the Holy Spirit in full possession and con- 
trol of that multiplex personality was the 
secret, then, no doubt he was right. Spir- 
itual power without those other qualities 
and powers would not have made a Spur- 
geon, and neither would those qualities 
without spiritual power. If you were to 
ask me what Mr. Spurgeon’s secret was, 
I should say, “He was a Spirit-possessed 
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and Spirit-used genius.” Most geniuses 
are not Spirit-possessed and used, and most 
Spirit-possessed and used men and women 
are not geniuses, but Spurgeon was both. 

In time to come, as hitherto, writers will 
speculate as to the composition of his 
genius, but no one will deny it. Many 
critics of his day thought and said that 
he was a mere mountebank, but they only 
betrayed their want of insight and their 
ignorance. Mr. Spurgeon down-lived and 
out-lived every adverse criticism. If at 
times he was chargeable with misjudg- 
ment, it is because he was a human being 
and not an angel; but, surely, no man ever 
lived for forty years in such a blaze of 
publicity with so stainless a record and 
so great an achievement! 

Mr. Spurgeon was a man of God. He 
knew his God and served him. His love 
for Christ was passionate and undivided. 
He kindled at nothing so much as at the 
name of Jesus. To hear him give out such 
a hymn as Newton’s “How sweet the name 
of Jesus sounds,” or read Cowper’s 


E’er since by faith I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be till I die, 


was an experience never to be forgotten. 

Perhaps a commendable diffidence has 
prevented much being written about his 
public prayers, but they were very won- 
derful. Therein his spirit was borne aloft 
into the very Presence, and he would talk 
like a child to his Father. He has said 
somewhere that, at times, so wrapt was he 
in God in prayer, that on opening his eyes 
it was a great disappointment to find him- 
self on earth and not in Heaven. Such 
praying as that in public can come out only 
of such praying in private. Mr. Spur- 
geon’s closet communion with God was a 
very large part of the secret of his success, 
He could testify from his own experience 
at the Throne of Grace that 
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There, there on eagle-wing we soar, 

And time and sense seem all no more, 
And Heaven comes down our souls to greet, 
And glory crowns the mercy-seat. 

And he was the saint he was because 
of his firm hold on evangelical truth. There 
was nothing nebulous about his creed. He 
believed with all his heart in the humanity 
and deity and atoning sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. He never doubted the reality of 
sin, nor ceased to call men to repentance. 
He proclaimed with joy God’s pardoning 
love and keeping power. He ever exhorted 
to practical holiness and selfless service for 
Christ. He believed in electing grace and 
effectual faith and public confession; and, 
latterly at cxiy rate, he preached the Sec- 
ond Coming of the Lord. These great 
truths he held and they held him. His ex- 
hortations were supported by example, and 
his call to others was enforced by his per- 
sonal consecration, 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was, perhaps, 
God’s richest gift to the Christian Church 
since the Apostolic Age. Scholarship, san- 
ity, spirituality, and suffering all helped 
to make him the man he became. His 
broad humanity and catholicity gave him 
a universal reach. He was born one hun- 
dred years ago, and died forty-two years 
ago, but the memory of him is green and 
fragrant, and his influence is still.a spell. 

“He being dead yet speaketh.” 


Sypney, New South WALES. 


While this ts the concluding article 
of Dr. Scroggie’s intensely interest- 
ing series on Spurgeon, yet there ts 
still something more in store for 
Times readers. An article published 
forty-two years. ago in the TiMEs, 
shortly after Spurgeon’s death, will 
be reprinted in next week’s issue. It 
was written by a close friend of the 
great preacher and gives many inti- 
mate glimpses of his habits of study 
and his home life. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: The question has arisen 
in my class of young women as to whether 
er not Christians should mingle freely and 
associate with those who are not Christians. 
It has been brought out that those who are 
Christians may be able to influence non-Chris- 
tians in the right way, but on the other hand 
we may be led to go their way. Then the 
question of worldly amusements has come up 
—why is dancing condemned and skating not? 
Will you kindly give us your viewpoints on 
these questions—A READER. 


Y DEAR READER: Your questions 

are before me, and with interest I 
consider your problems. If you will open 
your Bible to 2 Corinthians 6: 14-16, you 
will see why the real Christian cannot 
enjoy friendship or companionship with an 
unbeliever. If you are in love with your 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, how un- 


satisfactory it is to try to walk with one 
who does not care for the things of God. 
Did you ever talk with a real musician — 
I mean a real one—and try to compare 
tastes on jazz music? He cannot tolerate 
it for any length of time. But begin to 
talk about the Beethoven Symphonies, or 
the concertos of the great musicians, and 
he can taix with enthusiasm for hours of 
the beauties of the wonderful melodies and 
harmonies of the masterful music. The 
trashy and lighter music does not appeal 
to him. He knows the real thing! 

Unrighteousness and righteousness have 
no companionship and therefore no en- 
joyment together. The Christian is seek- 
ing to know about the things that endure 
forever; the non-Christian is occupied with 
the things that endure for a moment and 
soon pass away. The Spirit-led are look- 
ing for truths about the highest plane of 
life, while those who follow the flesh are 
interested in the lusts of the flesh, the at- 
tractions of the. eye, and all that pertains 
to the world. Not much congeniality here, 
is there? 
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It is the old, old story, that many times 
“one bad apple destroys the whole barrel’ ! 
There are but two roads and they are de- 
scribed in Matthew 7:13, 14. Read these 
verses. It is better to walk in the narrow 
road, and let the non-Christian come your 
Way and accept your path, than to turn 
away from the “few” who find the road 
“which leadeth unto life.” The other road 
will have many more on it, no doubt, but 
its goal is destruction. Satan will argue 
for the influence of the Christian over the 
sinner, but he is always a deceiver and is 
looking after his own interests. He can 
no more be trusted today than when he lied 
in the garden of Eden! (John 8: 44.) 

Now read 2 Corinthians 6:17, 18. There 
we read: “Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord.” Now 
read on, and see what relation this brings 
between us and the Father: “Ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty.” There is nothing in this to 
make us ashamed, is there? And we do 
not need to walk with the world or seek 
companionship in it! 

How hard it is to give up the seductive 
amusement of dancing! Where did it orig- 
inate? Is there anything from Heaven in 
the dance? Send to the Protestant Book 
House, 1415 Palmetto Avenue, Toledo, 
Ohio, and get a tract called “The Dance”; 
it will give you the full history of it. It 
is well to know all about where it came 
from. Satan loves to see his works in 
good company, for his aim today is to win 
as many of the finest young people to his 
way of thinking as he can. 

Skating is a fine sport and recreation, 
and it will invigorate and bring the health- 
iest glow to the cheeks and give a healthy 
appetite. It does not require seductive 
music. It gives enjoyment even to one 
person alone or to two of the same sex. It 
is a good, clean, healthy sport! 

Dancing is not invigorating or good for 
the health. Ask any girl who attends a 
dance how she feels the next morning. 
Ask the physicians, and find out how many 
ailments women are having from the over- 
stimulation of the dance and the exhaus- 
tion experienced. Be in earnest, look facts 
in the face, and have done with all excuses 
suggested by your enemy. May you take 
it all in prayer to Almighty God, and re- 
member that he yearns over you, with a 
heart that loves above all other loves! 


yg 
The Victorious Life 


HE dates for coming Victorious Life 
conferences at America’s Keswick 
(Keswick Grove, N. J.) are as follows: 








July 21-29 (General Conference) 
August 4-12 (General 
(Conference) 
August 18-26 (Young People’s 
(Conference) 
August 31 to Sept. 3 (Labor Day 
(Conference) 











For information and registration, com- 
munications should be addressed to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony at the new offices, 
506-509 Commonwealth Building, Twelfth 
and. Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON 5. JULY 29. MICAIAH SPEAKS THE TRUTH 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 22; printed text: verses 1-14 
Golden Text.—What the Lord saith unto me, that will | speak. —1 Kings 22:14 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Kings 2a: 1-14 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 22:1 And they continued three years without war 
between Syria and Israel. 

_2 And _ it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah came down to the king of Israel. 

3 And the king of Israel said unto his servarts, Know ye that 
Ramoth in Gilead is our’s and we be still, and take it not out of 
the hand of the king of Syria? 

4 And he said ‘unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle 
to Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am 
as thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses. 

5 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray 
thee, at the word of the Lorp to day. 

6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about 
four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go against Ramoth- 
gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for the 
Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 

7 And Jehoshaphat said, Js there not here ‘a prophet of the Lorp 
besides, that we might enquire of him? 

8 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet 
one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of 
the Lorp: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 

9 Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, Hasten hither 
Micaiah the son of Imlah. 

10 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat 
each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a void place in the 
entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied 
before them. : 

11 And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of iron: 
and he said, Thus saith the Lorp, With these shalt thou push the 
Syrians, until thou have consumed them. 

12 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramoth- 
—_ and prosper: for the Lorp shall deliver it into the king’s 

an 


13 And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake unto 
him, saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good 
unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like 
the word of one of them, and speak that which is good. 

14 And Micaiah said, As the Lorp liveth, what the Lorp saith 
unto me, that will I speak. 
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F AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Kings 22:1 And they continued three years without war 
between Syria and Israel. 2 And it came to pass in the third year, 
that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel. 
3 And the king of Israel said unto his servants, Know ye that 
Ramoth-gilead is ours, and we ‘are still, and take it not out of the 
hand of the king of Syria? 4 And he said unto Jehosiaphat, Wilt 
thou go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat said 
to the king of Israel, I am as thou art, my people as thy people, 
my horses as thy horses. 

5 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Inquire ? first, 
I pray thee, for the word ef Jehovah. 6 Then the king of Israel 
gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and said 
unto them, Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I 
forbear? And they said, Go up; for the Lord will deliver it into 
the hand of the king. 7 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a 
prophet. of Jehovah besides, that we may inquire of him? 8 And 
the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man by 
whom we may inquire of Jehovah, Micaiah the son of Imlah: but 
I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. 
And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 9 Then the king 
of Israel called an *officer, and said, Fetch quickly Micaiah the 
son of Imlah. 10 Now the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king 
of Judah were sitting each on his throne, arrayed in their robes, in 
*an open place at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all 
the prophets were prophesying before them. 11 And Zedekiah the 
son of Chenaanah made him horns of iron, and said, Thus saith 
Jehovah, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until they be con- 
sumed. 12 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to 


- Ramoth-gilead, and prosper; for Jehovah will deliver it into the 


hand of the king. 

13 And the messenger that went to call Micaiah spake unto him, 
saying, Behold now, the words..of the prophets declare good unto 
the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word 
of one of them, and speak thou good. 14 And Micaiah said, As 
Jehovah liveth, what Jehovah saith unto me, that will I speak. 

10Or, keep silence. *Heb., to-day. *Or, eunuch. ‘Heb., a 
threshing-floor. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


OD told Elijah that he had seven 

thousand who had not bowed the 

knee to Baal. The prophet Micaiah 
was one of those seven thousand. Elijah 
stood on Mt. Carmel as the one prophet 
of Jehovah against four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal. Micaiah stood at Sa- 
maria as the one true prophet of Jehovah 
against four hundred false prophets who 
claimed to speak for God. That is often 
harder to do than to stand against the 
heathen prophets. Man’s worst calls out 
God’s best. Great prophets rose in the 
days of infamous Ahab. 


The Historical Setting 


We may put the battle of Ramoth-gilead 
and the death of Ahab at 808 B. C., the 
seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat, and about 
ten or twelve years after Elijah returned 
from Horeb. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Kings 22: 1.—Three years without war 
between Syria and Israel. Probably counted 
from the covenant Ahab made with Ben- 
hadad II at the close of the second great 
defeat of the Syrians (20: 34). 


Verse 3.—His servants. His counselors 
and officials. Ramoth in Gilead is our’s. 
The central of the three cities of refuge on 
the east of Jordan, in the territory of Dan 
(Josh. 20:8). Probably this was one of 
the cities that Ben-hadad agreed to give 
back to Israel, and in this sense was theirs 
as well as belonging to them by the gift 
of the Lord (1 Kings 20: 34). 


Verse 4—Wilt thou go with me to battle. 
Jehoshaphat had a strong army, and Ahab 
needed the help against Syria (2 Chron. 
17: 12-19). 

Verse 5.—Enquire, I pray thee, at the 
word of the Lord to day. It was right for 
Jehoshaphat to seek God’s counsel, and this 
shows his piety, also his uneasy conscience ; 
but he was out of God’s will, and not in 
position to receive guidance. 


Verse 6.—Gathered the prophets together, 
about four hundred men. These were not 
prophets of Baal, but they were Ahab’s 
prophets — spoken of as “his prophets” and 
“these thy prophets” (vs. 22, 23); they 
were prophets who claimed to speak for the 
Lord, but probably worshiped him through 
the calves at Bethel and Dan, and were 
subservient to the king. 


Verse 7.—Is there not here a prophet of 
the Lord besides ... ? Why should Jeho- 
shaphat want more than four hundred? Be- 
cause he realized that these prophets gave 


little evidence of being true prophets who 
were seeking the mind of God. 

Verse 8.—Yet one man, Micaiah. What 
a tribute to this prophet that the king rec- 
ognized his genuineness; he had not called 
him with the four hundred because he was 
a true prophet. His name, of which 
“Micah” is an abbreviation, means “Who 
is like Jehovah?” f 

Verse 9.—Hasten hither Micaiah. The 
tradition is that the prophet was in prison 
for his faithfulness, which seems confirmed 
by the command to “carry him back” and 
put him in the prison (vs. 26, 27). 


Verse 11.—Zedekiah. The leader of the 
false prophets; he belied his name, which 
means “righteousness of Jehovah.” Made 
him horns of iron. Horns were symbols 
of strength and power of attack; after the 
manner of prophets he was acting out the 
prophecy (1 Kings 11:30, 31; 20: 35-41). 

Verse 14.—As the Lord liveth. Similar 
to the first recorded words of Elijah (17: 
1), and strikingly appropriate in this situa- 
tion, as in Elijah’s. What the Lord saith 
unto me, that will I speak. That is what 
a prophet is, one who “speaks for” the liv- 
ing God (Exod. 4:16; 7:1, 2). 

Verses 15 to 28.—Micaiah first spoke 
in irony to the king and told him to go 
to battle and prosper; Ahab recognized at 
once what the prophet meant, and adjured 
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him to speak the word of the Lord. Mica- 
iah then gave a vision of a judgment scene 
in Heaven which was a striking parallel 
and a contrast to this scene on earth. It 
is put in figurative form, but represents 
the actual fact of the throne of God, and 
God’s controlling of all things. God per- 
mits a lying spirit to come to the prophets 
of Ahab. The very fact that he permits 
his true prophet to tell the truth indicates 
that God would save Ahab, and especially 
Jehoshaphat, from the disaster into which 
their sin was leading them. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Speaking the truth calls for a separation 
from: all that is false. Satan is a liar and 
the father of lies. God is truth and the 
father of truth. The message of Micaiah 
is a clarion call to separation unto God in 
the midst of every temptation to join with 
false and compromising prophets. Jeho- 
shaphat, the good king, marred his testi- 
mony and injured the cause’ of his Lord by 
his entangling alliances, calling forth the 
severe and well-merited rebuke of the 
prophet Jehu (2 Chron, 19:2). In glorious 
contrast to compromising Jehoshaphat was 
the prophet Micaiah, standing true against 
the four hundred hireling prophets of Ahab, 
who were claiming to give the message of 
the Lord. These four hundred enemies of 
the Lord are a perfect representation of the 
Modernists of our day, men who deny the 
virgin birth, the deity of Christ, the resur- 
rection, the vicarious atonement, yet claim 
to preach God’s truth. Jehoshaphat is a 
picture of good men who help these un- 
godly teachers, good men who “love them 
that hate the Lord.” We need Micaiahs 
today who will say to these modern false 
prophets what Elisha said to the grandson 
of Ahab: “What have I to do with thee? 
get thee to the prophets of thy father, and 
to the prophets of thy mother” (2 Kings 
3:13). Speaking the truth of the Lord 
will mean separation from the world, and 
from the world’s doctrine. 


Lesson Outlines 
For or Acatnst Gop 


1. Ungodly Ahab. 

2. Compromising Jehoshaphat. 

3. Lying Zedekiah andthe 400 hireling 
prophets. 

4. Truth-telling Micaiah, God’s true 
prophet. 


MICAIAH THE FAITHFUL WITNESS 
1. Faithful in speaking only God’s 
Word. 
2. Faithful in unwelcome warnings. 
3. Faithful in opposing false witnesses. 
4. Faithful unto imprisonment or death. 
5. Faithful in believing God and trust- 
ing for his working. 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The history of Judah and Israet. These 
lessons should be made the occasion of a 
survey of the whole history of Israel, 
though the lessons themselves touch on 
only a few of the events. A good plan is 
to study the twenty kings of Judah (in- 
cluding Athaliah) in five groups of four 
each, observing the outstanding crises in 


the history of the two nations.. Judah’s: 


first four kings cover about eighty-five 
years. In that period Israel had nine kings, 
in four different dynasties. Under Judah’s 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. July 29.—Micaiah Speaks the Truth. 
1 Kings 22 
6. August 5.—Elisha Helps the Needy. 
2 Kings 4: 1-44 
7. August 12.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
8 August 19.—Amos Denounces Self-In- 
dulgence (Temperance Lesson). 
Amos 6: 1-7, 11-14 
9. August 26.—Hosea Preaches God’s 
BAUS icsanssé bdgeéacnsaesas® Hosea 6, 11, 14 
10. September 2.—Micah Champions the 
Oppressed ..Micah 2 to 4, and 6:1 to 7:6. 
11. September 9.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 


ple sack to God ........ 2 Chronicles 30 
12. September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .....,.... Isaiah 1 : 1-31 


13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 








first three kings there was war with Israel, 
but with Jehoshaphat began the ill-fated 
alliance that led to Athaliah and the at- 
tempted destruction of the line of David. 
In the crisis of Ahab’s wicked reign came 
the period of the miracle-working ministry 
of Elijah and Elisha, extending for nearly 
seventy-five years, during the reigns of six 
kings of Israel. 


Jehoshaphat. Study Jehoshaphat’s his- 
tory and character in 2 Chronicles, Chap- 
ters 17 to 20, including the glorious deliv- 
erance from Moab and Ammon, a real 
contrast to the battle at Ramoth-gilead: 
“The battle is not your’s, but God’s” (2 
Chron. 20:15); “stand ye still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord” (20:17); note also 
verse 20. These chapters also record the 
three failures of Jehoshaphat in his three 
evil alliances (2 Chron. 20: 35-37). 


Other Special Topics. False Prophets 
and True Prophets. Rulers Who Perse- 
cuted God’s True Prophets. Israel and 
Syria. Old Testament Prophesies Ful- 
filled in Old Testament. Guidance. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“Be ye not unequally yoked together uyth 
unbelievers.” Jehoshaphat -is an outstand- 
ing example of a good.man who was un- 
equally yoked, not heeding the word that 
light has no fellowship with darkness (2 
Cor. 6: 14-16). His three entangling alli- 
ances covered the field of marriage, poli- 
tics, religion, business. 


Tell the truth: “Lie not one to another” 
was one of the most necessary admonitions 
to the new Christians (Col. 3:9). Tell 
the truth when it means standing against 
the crowd. Tell the truth in business, in 
society, in school, in politics, ine Christian 
service, 


“What is that to thee? follow thou me” 
(John 21:22). These words of our Lord 
to Peter speak to young people today who 
are tempted to be disloyal to Christ because 
they want to do as the crowd does, 


Don’t cheat in school, Moral standards 
are low indeed in many schools. 


Ministers, “Preach the Word’! Every 
Christian preacher should be a prophet 
speaking what the Lord gives him to say, 
not what some friend or enemy tells him 
to speak. It is not alone the false things 
a preacher says that condemn him, but the 
truth of God that he does not speak. 
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Seek God’s guidance in big things and 
little. And when he gives it, follow it! 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


What God cannot do under any circum- 
stances, he cannot permit man to do under 
any circumstances; and God cannot lie. 


Pride is the mother of most lies. 


It is good to “go together” into battle, if 
we are going into “the good fight” (2 Tim. 
4:7). 

According to the Modernists, the true 
prophets of God were liars, and misrepre- 
sented God; and yet we give these enemies 
of Christ a standing in the Church of 
Christ. 


There are many varieties of lies — none 
of them having any connection with God 
or with truth: polite lies, white lies, soci- 
ety lies, political lies, advertising lies, busi- 
ness lies, acted lies: but none is so despic- 
able as the pious lie, spoken in the name 
of the Lord (1 John 2:21, 22). 


Fellowship with Christ-deniers is dis- 
loyalty to Christ. 


When Christians join worldly people 
with the motive of making them good, they 
always have the same disastrous experience 
that Jehoshaphat had. 


Ahab hated Micaiah, but he honored him 
as a true prophet of God. 


Tolerating Modernism for the sake of 
peace is making alliance with Ahab and 
his kind; and such disloyalty to Christ is 
too high a price to pay for a “peace” that 
is itself false. 


Those two kings made their plans, then 
sought God’s favor on them; let us seek 
his counsel first, then follow his plan—to 
victory! 


Cotumsta, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. .McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT Old Testament passage reveals 

God’s permissive decree to the chief 

of the evil spirits, Satan himself, and 
is helpful in understanding 1 Kings 22: 
13-23? 

2. What striking fulfillment of prophecy 
is there in the deaths of Ahab and Jezebel? 

3. What lesson did Jehoshaphat learn 
from the Ramoth-gilead episode, and who 
rebuked him? 

4. Do the Scriptures record whether 
Ahab’s sentence upon Micaiah was carried 
out, or anything further about this prophet? 

5. Name two things in Jehoshaphat’s con- 
duct in this lesson that we should avoid. 

6. Name two things in Jehoshaphat’s con- 
duct that we should imitate. 

7. What other prophet did Ahab hate, and 
address as “O mine enemy”? 

8. What new thing came in the reign of 
Jehoshaphat in the relations between Judah 
and Israel? 

9. What are the last recorded words of 
Micaiah; and what significance do they have 
for us? 

10. What was specially abominable about 
Ahab’s false prophets? 

Answers to the Questions 

The answers to the lesson questions are given 

on page 461 of this issue. 


Lesson for july “9 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTeERIAL: A bar of soap and a 
wash cloth. 











NCE I knew a little boy who told 
lies, not just the little imaginations 
from which most children suffer, but ter- 
rible deceptions. He was utterly undepend- 
able. Nobody could believe a word he said. 
So his mother determined to stop his 
lying. Every time she caught him in a lie, 
she took a bar of soap just like this, and 
a wash cloth just like this, and she washed 
out his mouth with soap. After a while, he 
realized that a lie always brought him 
trouble. Of course I realize that this was 
a very unscientific and old-fashioned pun- 
ishment, but today that boy is a man, and 
he thanks his mother for that punishment. 
While she scrubbed the offending mouth, 
she told him how God hated a lie, and that 
God wouldn’t have a liar in Heaven. Did 
you know that? 

Sometimes it costs something to tell the 
truth. It put Micaiah in jail. It has cost 
many people their lives to tell the truth, 
but yet God demands the truth. Let us 
ask God to make us brave enough to speak 
the truth, no matter what it may cost us. 


Mopesto, CAu. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which. might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the iotal for any one lesson. 

Do We “Inquire” Thus?—There is yet 
one man, Micaiah ... by whom we may 
enquire ... but I hate him; for he doth 
not prophesy good (v. 8). An old Scotch 
woman who tramped about selling goods 
was in the habit of tossing a stick into 
the air when she came to a crossroad and 
taking whichever direction the stick 
pointed. One day she was seen tossing it 
several times. On being questioned, she 
said the road to the right looked so drear- 
like that she tossed the stick till it pointed 
to the left, that looking a nicer way. We 
go to God for guidance, but if his way 
seems dull we choose a brighter one, for- 
getting that he sees the end as well as 
the beginning. —From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Joan Ver Lee, Zee- 
land, Mich. © 


Jumping Adjustments.—And the mes- 
senger ... spake unto him saying, Behold 
now, the words of the prophets declare 
good... let thy word, I pray thee, be like 
the word of. one of them, and speak that 
which is good (v. 13). The Rock of God’s 
Word does not shift as the quicksand of 
modern scientific theology does. A man 
said to his minister, “My dear sir, surely 


religious sects. 
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you ought to adjust your beliefs to the 
progress of science.” “Yes,” said he, “but 
I have not had time to do it today, for I 
have not yet read the morning papers.”— 
From C. H. Spurgeon, Sent by Joan Ver 
Lee, Zeeland, Mich. 


Where to Fire.—What the Lord saith 
unto me, that will I speak (Golden Text). 
A Quaker discovered a thief in his house, 
and taking down his grandfather’s old fowl- 
ing piece, he quietly said, “Friend, thee had 
better get out of the way, for I intend to 
fire this gun right where thee stands.” 
Truth should be fired in this way—From 
The British Weekly. Sent by Mrs. B. G. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Everything But God’s Word.—Whai 
the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak 
(Golden Text). An Ohio church cailed 
a pastor who qualified on nine points be- 
yond all other candidates, being “selected 
on a strictly scientific basis.’ Some of 
these points included: “Spirituality — but 
this doesn’t mean belief in the virgin birth, 
or any of the other dogmas of the old 
church, such as Jonah and the whale.” If 
candidates professed belief in any such 
ideas they were marked off on the first 
point. Other points were Intellectuality, 
Scholarliness, Adaptability, Poise, Person- 
ality, Tolerance, and Sympathy, Vision, 
Appeal to Youth. The minister according 
to these qualifications, should “enjoy the 
same things that a college professor does,” 
have a good “stage appearance,” his shoes 
should always be shined and his suit 
pressed; he should have tolerance for all 
The minister chosen 
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“scored ninety-three per cent out of a pos- 
sible one hundred, outstripping the other 
candidates by a large majority.” It is a 
relief to turn from this to Paul’s word to 
ministers: “I charge thee . . . preach the 
word.”—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent bv John Haslett, St. Louis, Il. 


Better Forgotten.—What the Lord saith 
unto me, that will I speak (Golden Text). 
“Uncle Mose,” said a drummer, addressing 
an old colored man seated on a drygoods 
box in front of the village store, “they tell 
me that you remember seeing George 
Washington—am I mistaken?” “Well, 
sah,” said Uncle Mose, “I uster ’member 
seeing him, but I done fo’got, since I j’ned 
de chu’ch.”"—From The Presbyterian of 
the South. Sent by Mamie D. Smith, 
Petersburg, Va. Prise illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, thou 
hast given each one of us a responsibility for 
speaking the truth. Thou dost bring us into 
circumstances where we may be tempted to 
count the cost, but we pray that we may not 
yield to that temptation in the doing of thy 
will which is always to do and to speak what 
is true. We pray that we may not be thinking 
of ourselves and what the effect will be upon 
us if we are obliged to speak forth truth that 
may arouse hostility on the part of others. 
Help us, we pray thee, to speak always in love 
and with humility, and in faithfulness to thy- 
self. May we not be tempted to say simply 
what will be pleasing to others when we have 
a duty involving a message that may be dis- 
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which is the Word of God? 


Eph. 6:17. 
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turbing. We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A visitor in . the 
island of Jamaica was very much interested 
in- the wonderful variety of trees in the for- 
ests. While driving through the forest 
with an old Jamaican he asked about the 
various trees. He soon found that the old 
man did not know the trees, but if the 
visitor said, “Is that a banana tree?” no 
matter what it was, the driver would say, 
“Yes, sir!” careful in every case to say 
what he thought would please the visitor. 
Many of us are like that in certain ways. 
If some one comes to us for advice, do we 
not often try to find out what the ques- 
tioner would want to do, and then advise 
him accordingly? How many of us speak 
independently in counsel to others, having 
in mind just what God would have us say 
ani not what man would prefer? <A 
prophet, one who speaks for God, must be 
trustworthy or else he is no true prophet. 
A friend who will not help us to see our 
errors, our need of a closer walk with God, 
is not the friend that he might be if he 
were willing to speak the truth to us in 
a loving, helpful way. One Christian man 
said to another, “I can only be thankful to 
the man who convicts me of sin.” Let us 
be glad when the word of a friend comes 
to help us see where we are wrong. What 
a privilege we have in fellowship with that 
Friend of friends whom we can always 
trust, and who will not only tell us what 
we ought to do but will also help us to do 
it! Have we been trusting him as much 
as we might? Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Guide.—Enquire, I pray thee, at the 
word of the Lord to day (1 Kings 22:5). 
The kings of the early and later days, hav- 
ing little education from books, depended 
for their wisdom and guidance upon a 
sharp-witted fellow who assumed the char- 
acter of the cap and bells, which gave him 
safety when he told the truth. 

The kings of the Bible depended for their 
wisdom and guidance upon serious men of 
fast and prayer. The one the “King’s 
Fool,” the other “God’s Prophet.” Some- 
times the Fool turned Prophet and some- 
times the Prophet turned Fool (as in I 
Kings 13: 24-26). 

In our lesson today you meet with a 
prophet whom, same as me, you had for- 
gotten! Yet here we find him one of the 
best and bravest (even if his name is full 
of vowels), in a court where the death 
of a mere prophet would be no greater 
event than killing a sheep. A displeased 
autocrat would think no more of impaling 
his prophet Micaiah with his javelin, than 
did Saul when he aimed at David his 
singer. 

When a man has to make a great decision 
which may mean irreparable disaster if 
decided wrong, with all his boasted self- 
sufficiency he finds he needs a place where 
he can “inquire.” The Christian man makes 
his “inquiry” of Heaven alone in his closet. 
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He has a Prophet for his Advocate with 
the Father (1 John 2:1). 

Men who have no acquaintance with our 
Prophet, King, and Advocate go elsewhere. 
After his death it was brought out in a law- 
suit that one of New York’s greatest rail- 
road inagnates used a spiritist medium as 
his Prophet. He followed the example of 
Israel’s first King. 

The ablest men have times when they 
are not sure of their own judgment. God 
provided the Prophet in the old days, but 
in these later days he has given us the 
Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth in 
accordance with the Word (John 16: 13; 
17°17). 


Godly Nerve.—The king of Israel said 
..., There is yet one man, Micaich .. . 
by who we may enquire of the Lord: 
but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy 
good concerning me, but evil (v. 8). The 
King of Israel was not the last man who 
hated the “Micaiahs” who tell the truth. 
In the Old Testament Isaiah was killed, 
and Jeremiah put in a hole for telling the 
truth. In the New Testament John the 
Baptist lost his head and Jesus of Nazareth 
was hung upon a cross. In fact, history 
runs a deep red with the blood of men and 
women who have been hated because they 
“prophesied evil” to those who failed to 
obey God. 

Awhile ago a Christian man inadver- 
tently got into a New York night club. 
Here he found young men and young 
women drinking and drunken. At a pause 
in the show that was going on, with more 
zeal than discretion, he felt called upon to 
rebuke and exhort. The crowd listened to 
him in: surprise for a few minutes as he 
prophesied evil for that sort of life, then 
the vials of hate opened and the would-be 
reformer found himself thrown out on the 
sidewalk, landing on the broad of his back. 

This was one of the places “where angels 
fear to tread”! But we must commend the 
nerve of the “prophet of evil.” Notice in 
the story that the King came to the prophet 
and not the prophet to the King. The 
prophet did not wander in where he was 
not wanted— which makes all the differ- 
ence in the world. 

We take off our hats to the “Micaiahs” 
who have the devotion and bravery to give 
the King evil tidings when they come from 
Heaven. Oriental Kings kill for evil tid- 
ings. Deces your boss drink, gamble, and 
neglect his business? You go tell him the 
inevitable end of that sort of thing and see 
what happens! 

But suppose your Christian life is so clear 
and manifest that the boss should come to 
you and ask you about a certain proposed 
course of action, would you have the nerve 
to say, “My dear Boss, you are drinking 
too much gin, playing too much poker, 
idling too much time to apply the brain 
power necessary to swing the deal with 
those smart fellows layin’ for you!” If 


you can your name is not John Smith but 
Micaiah, 


Asking Fools.—Micaiah said, As the 
Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto 
me, that will I speak (v. 14). Had 
there been any doubt about Micaiah 
being a real prophet here is your proof. 
We are reminded of another “prophet” 
in a more recent time who burst upon 
Europe and awakened it from its medi- 
eval sleep. The name of this latter- 
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day-truth-speaking prophet, if you have not 
already guessed, is Martin Luther, hated as 
was Savanarola and’ marked for the same 
fate. 

Just as I take up this note THe Times 
(May 7, 1932, issue) has an article by Dr. 
Arthur I. Brown telling of an experience 
with a group of college atheists, headed by 
a professor of philosophy. This atheistic pro- 
fessor in this Christian (?) college whose 
whole salary was paid by funds provided 
by Christians, fired the questions. Dr. 
Brown, having determined “what the Lord 
saith unto me, that will I speak,” the god- 
less professor and: his blasphemous students 
were so completely knocked out that the 
meeting was followed by numerous conver- 
sions. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. What we may learn from our Memory 
Verse. 


2. A brave man tells the truth. 
3. Ahab finds he cannot hide from God. 











UR Memory Verse (Prov. 8: 7a) has 

five words only —one for each finger 
of our left hand! Let us all repeat it to- 
gether, clasping a finger for each. word. 

And now we shall think a little about 
it, for it is a very wonderful resolve to 
make, and one which is well pleasing to 
God. First of all, whose mouth shall speak 
truth? Mine— my mouth. Let us all say 
our verse again, putting our own names 
instead of “my.” That makes it more 
real, does it not? 

What part of “me” am I speaking about? 
“My mouth.” God, who loves us so much 
that he gave his beloved Son to die for 
us (let the children find John 3: 16), cares 
how we use even our mouths. He made 
them so that we might sing his praises, 
and he wants us to use them: to make others 
happy, and to tell the truth! 

“My mouth shall.” The one who says 
that from his heart is making a great de- 
cision. It is something he is making up 
his mind is certainly going to be done! 

“My mouth shall speak.” That is what 
boys and girls like doing, is it not! Some 
boys and girls think just a tiny untruth 
does not matter, so long as nobody finds 
out about it! But God says, “Lie not 
one to another” (Col. 3:9). “Speak ye 

. . the truth” (Zech. 8:16). God sees 
and hears all we do and say, and he is 
sad when we tell even a tiny untruth. 
There is no such thing as a “tiny” un- 
truth in his sight—either what we say 
is true, or it is not. 

How important it is, then, to make this 
great decision today—‘“My mouth shall 
speak truth.” God’s dear Son, who died 
so that your sins might be forgiven, is 
himself “the Truth.” Will you ask him 
to forgive you your sins, and come to live 
in- your heart and help you always to speak 
the truth? 

Tell the story in 1 Kings 22: 1-18, 29-35, 
especially stressing how bravely Micaiah 
told the truth, because he belonged wholly 
to God. He had against him a wicked 
king, in whose power he was, and four 
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Lesson for July 29 


hundred false prophets. How much easier 
it would have been to compromise; not to 
speak the whole truth! 

Also bring out strongly that we cannot 
hide from God. Ahab thought he ‘was 
safely disguised, but nothing could dis- 
guise him from God! (vs. 34, 35.) .Com- 
pare Numbers 32: 23— “Be sure your sin 
will find you out.” Explain carefully that 
our sins may be forgiven and blotted out 
in the precious blood of Jesus Christ, when 
we truly repent and turn away from them. 


Expression Work 
Let the children find all the verses men- 
tioned in our lesson, and repeat the Mem- 
ory Verse, each substituting his or her 
own name for the first word. 


York, Enc. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for July 29) 


1. Job 1: 6-12, as it throws light on the 
entire history of Job. Note also our Sav- 
iour’s own words concerning Satan’s per- 
mission to sift Peter like wheat (Luke 22: 
31-34). 

2. Compare 1 Kings 22:38 and 2 Kings 
9:36 with 1 Kings 21: 17-23. 

3. The mistake of being “unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14); 
he > rebuked for it by Jehu (2 Chron. 
19: 2). 

4. They do not. But there need be no 
doubt that the Lord took care of his faith- 
ful servant. 


_ 5. His alliance with Ahab, and his ignor- 
ing of God’s plain warning through Micaiah. 
6. He wanted to inquire of the Lord for 
guidance (1 Kings 22:7). He cried to 
God for help when his disobedience got him 
into danger in the battle (2 Chron. 18: 31). 

7. Elijah (1 Kings 21: 20). 

8. Jehoshaphat made peace with the king 
of Israel (1 Kings 22:44), and made alli- 
ance with him. 

9. “Hearken, O people, every one of you.” 
The significance of this message is that all 
the common people are responsible to hear 
God’s message, whatever their rulers or 
prophets may do. 

to. They professed to be speaking the 
word of the Lord. Satan’s worst lies are 
his religious teachings through all the false 
prophets of the world, including the religions 
in heathen lands, and the Modernism in 
Christendom. ve - 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Micaiah T. N. T. 
Discussion: Times when it requires high 


quality of courage, loyalty, or faith, to 
declare the truth. 


Objective: Courageous witnessing. 











AY, fellows, this Micaiah (My-kay-ya) 
is a tonic for any weak-kneed, wobbly 
Christian, and I’m glad we have him for a 
character study. I tried to think of some 
high-test label for him, but anything like 
Ethyl or Blue Sunoco or Esso would sound 
weak, so we will call him T. N. T., for 
he touched off an explosion in Ahab’s court 
that day, whose detonations did not cease 
until a servant washed the king’s chariot 
by the pool of Samaria after the battle of 
Ramoth-gilead and the dogs licked up Ahab’s 
blood, even as Elijah had prophesied three 
years before (1 Kings 21: 19). 
Micaiah reminds us of David before 
Goliath; of Daniel before Belshazzar; of 
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Paul before Festus and Agrippa; for in 
each of those cases the heroes looked above 
and beyond the powerful forces that would 
crush them and saw God their protector 
and friend. Thus it was with Micaiah be- 
fore Ahab and Jehoshaphat. And he was 
simply being consistent with. his name, for 
Micaiah means, “Who is like unto Jeho- 
vah?” 

“As the Lord liveth,” said Micaiah to 
the king’s messenger, “what the Lord saith 
unto me, that will I speak.” 

Now, fellows, get the picture; it is a 
dramatic one, indeed, and full of “touch 
and go,” —particularly after Micaiah ar- 
rived on the scene. The king of Judah 
was paying a friendly visit to the king of 
Israel. King Ahab was much pleased that 
King Jehoshaphat had come to see him. 
In 2 Chronicles 18:1, 2, we learn that 
Jehoshaphat “had riches and honour in 
abundance,” and that Ahab put the big pot 
in the little one to entertain him and his 
royal party, for “Ahab killed sheep and 
oxen for him in abundance, and for the 
people that he had with him.” 

King Ahab was very foxy. He was not 
giving Jehoshaphat that blowout for mere 
hospitality. He had an ax to grind. So 
when everybody was feeling good, and the 
two kings sat together at the feast, and 
there was music and dancing, Ahab leaned 
over to Jehoshaphat and spoke softly, yet 
quite nonchalantly, “By the way, that re- 
minds me” (he just happened to think of 
it!) “you know Ramoth-gilead is still oc- 
cupied by the Syrians; what say, we take 
our combined armies up there and toss 
those scavengers out?” “It is all right 
with me,” replied Jehoshaphat, “but hadn’t 
we better inquire of the Lord about it?” 
“Why, sure,” said Ahab, “we will get the 
prophets to inquire and report to us at 
once.” 

Now, fellows, Ahab had 400 Yes Men 
who went by thefffme of prophets of 
the Lord, but their method was to get a 
line first on what the king wanted — then 
prophesy that way. So the Yes Men came 
in with a unanimous report: “Yes, in- 
deed,” they said, “go up, for the Lord is 
with you, O King!” And one of them, 
Zedekiah, to make it more impressive (for 
this was a special occasion, seeing the king 
had distinguished company) got him a 
headpiece with a couple of iron horns on 
it; this he puts on, and striking the atti- 
tude of a charging bull, shouts: “Thus 
saith the Lord, With these shalt thou push 
the Syrians, until thou have consumed 
them!” Then all the 400 Yes Men chanted, 
“Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper!” 

But Jehoshaphat is no fool. Those so- 
called prophets look and act too much like 
rubber stamps to suit him; so he turns to 
Ahab and asks, “Haven’t you another 
prophet of the Lord here besides these, 
that we may further inquire of him?” 
Ahab knits his brows: “Yes, there is one 
Micaiah, the son of Imlah; but I hate him, 
for he never prophesies anything good for 
me, but rather, evil.” “Oh, tut-tut, King 
Ahab,” says Jehoshaphat, “let’s inquire of 
him.” And Ahab sends an officer for 
Micaiah. “See here,” said the officer to 
Micaiah, “all the 400 have, with one ac- 
cord, prophesied good to the king; it would 
be well for you to do so, also; get me?” 
“As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith 
unto me, that will I speak,” responded 
Micaiah. Arriving at the audience cham- 
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ber, Micaiah takes in the situation at a 
glance. All eyes are upon him. With a 
shrug of the shoulder, and cutting his eye 
around upon the 400 Yes Men, he assumes 
a mocking attitude and says to the king: 

“Yes, yes, —y-a-a-s! Go up—go up— 
go UP and prosper!” 

This thinly veiled satire angered King 
Ahab. “How many times have I told you 
to tell me the truth, sir?” he shouted. 

Then Micaiah dug his heel in the floor 
and looked straight into the face of the 
king: “The Lord hath allowed a lying 
spirit to enter into the mouths of your 
prophets and they have lied to you, every 
one of them; for thus saith the Lord, 
Israel shall be as scattered shee; upon the 
hills, without a shepherd! and the Lord 
hath spoken evil concerning thee!” 

Said Ahab to Jehoshaphat, “What did I 
tell you?” 

Then Zedekiah, the man with the horns, 
sneaked up and slapped Micaiah on the 
cheek, saying, “Which way went the Spirit 
of the Lord from me to speak unto thee?” 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








MICRIAH SPEAKS THE TRUTH 
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nis, and fishing suit your mood—here 
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Micaiah turned one look of scorn upon 
the bully, who knew he was protected by 
the court, and said, “You will know all 
right, in that day when you run to hide 
yourself,” 

And Ahab ordered Micaiah to prison and 
to be put on bread and water —and little 
of that. 

Read the remainder of the chapter, fel- 
lews, and see the mess that King Ahab 
made of the Ramoth-gilead campaign. 

“And they buried the king in Samaria. 
And one washed his chariot in the pool of 
Samaria; and the dogs licked up his blood; 
and they washed his armour, according 
unto the word of the Lord which he spake” 
(vs. 37, 38). 

It is the last we hear of Micaiah, fel- 
lows; but don’t you wish you might be as 
brave as he? The Lord took care of him; 
you may depend on that. Yes, Micaiah 
T. N. T.—and “Who is like unto Jeho- 
vah?” 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders for God 


5. Micaiah, who stood one against four 
hundred, (1) in speaking the truth for God, 
and (2) who paid the price of his courage, 
but (3) vindicated the word of God. 


ERE is a story so little known, and 

so well worth knowing, that your girls 
will be interested in its very telling, as 
well as helped by its teaching. The whole 
of 1 Kings 22 must be sketched for them 
fully to appreciate Micaiah’s fearless stand 
for truth against the four hundred other 
prophets, in the very face of the king who 
frankly said, “I hate him,” and who could 
and did imprison hyn for his unwelcome 
words. There are problems of interpreta- 
tion involved in the “lying spirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets” who was con- 
tradicted by this brave Micaiah, but there 
is enough that is perfectly clear to empha- 
size for your girls. (See “Questions for 
Teacher and Class.”) 

Behold the dramatic setting for this 
strange story, then: the two Oriental kings, 
sitting each upon a great throne set upon 
a sort of open plaza, near the great gate 
in the wall of proud and rich Samaria. 
Ahab of Israel is honoring Jehoshaphat of 
Judah, upon the occasion of his visit, and 
four hundred prophets are standing before 
these powerful monarchs, called to reveal 
to them God’s will concerning a contem- 
plated military expedition against Ramoth- 
gilead. Picture that scene! 

Note what Ahab had said about this city 
that he thinks might as well be his — after 
three years of peace between him and his 
old enemy Syria — and Jehoshaphat’s typi- 
cally Oriental flourish of complete co-opera- 
tion with his ally (vs. 1-4). 

Note also the picturesque way in which 
Zedekiah, one of those four hundred “fair 
weather” prophets, illustrated their proph- 
ecy of success to the battle which the two 
kings were about to undertake. Their 
unanimous and reiterated prophecy to go 
up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper, “for the 
Lord will deliver it into the hand of the 
king” must have greatly pleased Ahab; but 
the more cautious Jehoshaphat insisted on 
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sending for that other and lone prophet 
— with what dismay to the two kings, and 
what distress to Micaiah himself, and what 
vindication of the Lord’s own word the 
rest of this vivid chapter makes unmistak- 
ably clear. Do not fail to make the con- 
nection between Micaiah’s quiet words of 
adherence to the truth (v.14) and the re- 
sults to himself therefrom (vs. 26, 27), 
and that even after facing imprisonment 
Micaiah repeats his truthful prophecy (v. 
28). 

The outcome of this ill-advised battle 
and the eventual outcome in Israelitish his- 
tory furnish the complete vindication of 
this word from God, by the mouth of his 
truthful, fearless leader, the little-known 
but splendid Micaiah. 


Home Study 


You may read more of this King Jeho- 
shaphat in 2 Chronicles 17-19, but Micaiah 
appears only this once on the pages of 
sacred history. Only one opportunity to 
speak the truth for God! What are you 
doing with yours? 

Decatur, GA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 5. “This Is My Father’s World.” Psa. 
19 : 1-6. (Outdoor praise meeting.) 





Sunday, July 29 


Great Missionary Hymns and Their 
Challenge (Isa. 42 : 1-4) 





Mon.—Hymn of the King (Psa. 2: 1-12). 
Tues.—The world for Christ (Psa. 22: 25- 


31). 
Wed.—Light of the world (Isa. 9: 2). 
Thurs.—Shepherd of. love (Isa. 40 : 9-11). 
Fri.—The missionary call (Isa. 55 : 1-5). 
Sat.—The missionary vision (Rev. 7 : 9-17). 











What is your favorite missionary hymn? 
Why? 

What challenge have you found in a mission- 
ary hymn? 

How are our missionary hymns changing? 


E HAVE ai real opportunity this 

week to make our young people’s 
meeting one that shall be a real missionary 
inspiration, and one that shall long be re- 
membered. Consult your pastor as to what 
slides he has illustrating some of the great 
missionary hymns mentioned below. Per- 
haps there is.a lantern slide service in 
your town, from which slides may be 
rented at a small cost. 

Have two or three members of your 
group tell what is their favorite mission- 
ary hymn, and why it is so. Caution them 
to lay the emphasis upon the message of 
the hymn rather than upon the attractive- 
ness of the tune, although this last is not 
unimportant. t 

You might also tell briefly the stories 
of some of our well-known missionary 
hymns. Amos R. Wells’ book, “Treas- 
ure of Hymns,” published by the United 


‘Society of Christian Endeavor, and also 


“Hymn Lore,” by C. W. Laufer, will give 
you considerable material. Your own 
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church hymnal will help you to select 
those hymns that are of particular mis- 
sionary application. 

oe 

The Scripture verses chosen for this 
week’s topic emphasize four important 
truths, one or all of which we will find 
in every great missionary hymn. We 
may outline them as follows: 

1. Present Christ. 

2. Tell of the darkness and need. 

3. Show compassion for the needy. 

4- Sound the note of ultimate triumph. 

In verse 1, we have, “Behold my serv- 
ant.” This is an obvious reference to 
the Lord Jesus, who came to do the will 
of him who sent him, and “took upon 
him the form of a servant” (Phil. 2:7). 
It is this One who is “able to save to 
the uttermost” (Heb. 7:25), because he 
is God’s elect, and because God has put 
his Spirit upon him, that Spirit which 
he gave to him without measure (John 
3: 34). 

$e 

This Servant of Jehovah is to bring 
“judgment to- the Gentiles” (v. 1). It 
is evident that the Holy Spirit has in 
mind here those who are without the joys 
and benefits that come from knowing the 
true God. We find the same thought in 
Luke, where we read that the Lord Jesus 
is to be “a light to lighten the Gentiles” 
(Luke 2: 32). 

In its fullest, this looks forward to 
the time that the Lord Jesus shall set up 
his righteous Kingdom over all the earth, 
and when all nations shall be blessed 
through his infinite wisdom, holiness, and 
equity. But we may also see here fore- 
told the blessings in store for all indi- 
viduals through the spread of the Gospel 
and the distribution of the Word, whereby 
they come to know God’s laws and his 
revealed will. 

ye 


In verse 3 we see the gentleness and 
tenderness of Jehovah’s Servant, who is 
our great example in dealing with the 
downtrodden and the needy of earth. No 
crushed or benighted race is too far gone 
for his concern and patient mfnistry. He 
is “not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance” 
(2 Pet. 3:9). 

This has been the inspiration of many 
missionaries cf the cross, as they have gone 
to those so low in the human scale that 
others have thought it a waste of life and 
money to send the Gospel to such. 

ye 

We have, in verse 4, the great assur- 
ance of the ultimate victory to be won. 
Although the results may. oftentimes seem 
discouraging and well-nigh hopeless, as 
it must often seem, especially to those who 
work among the Moslems, nevertheless, 
the day is coming when “Jesus shall reign 
where’er the sun does his successive jour- 
neys run.” We know that that great day 
of triumph will be when the Lord returns 
to this earth to reign in person. Mean- 
while we have his command to occupy until 
he comes, to go into the uttermost parts, 
and to preach the Gospel to every creature. 
What are we doing about it? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Directer of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 23 to. 29 
Mon.—1 Kings 22 : 1-14. ; 
Micaiah Speaks the Truth. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: The importance 
of veracity is prominently set forth in the 
Scriptures. True enjoyment can be found 
only in truth. Bible truth is the founda- 
tion of all virtue, the foundation of solid 
confidence, personal good, dignity, true 
usefulness, and necessary to acceptance with 
God. Truth is only weicomed by the re- 
generate. Truth is the moral excellence 
and unchangeableness of God’s character. 
The more a man is indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit the more he will love truth, speak 
truth, and exemplify the truth. The in- 
flexible faithfulness of Micaiah cost him 
ignominy and hardship; but withal he had 
an easier time than did the truth rejecters 
to whom he delivered God’s message. Pray 
for Africa: Kenya, Tanganyika, Mada- 
gascar, Rhodesia. 
Tues.—Jeremiah 9 : 1-9. Truthfulness Neglected. 
Prayer SuGcestTions: The piteous la- 
mentation of Jeremiah over the fallen state 
of his people was occasioned by their de- 
parture from, and by their loss of truth. 
“They are not valiant for the truth... 
they proceed from evil to evil . . . every 
brother will utterly supplant . .. every 
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neighbour will walk with slanders .. . 
they will deceive . . . and will not speak 
the truth: they have taught their tongue 
to speak lies” (vs. 3-5). The nature of 
lying is little known. It is a declaration 
of known falsehood, rash assertion of what 
is not true through sinful ignorance of the 
facts, a concealing of a part of it, coloring 
a subject to make it appear otherwise, ex- 
cess in flattery and censure, and the break- 
ing of promises. Every species of lying 
should be avoided. Children are often 
taught to lie by example. “All liars” come 
under the displeasure of God. Pray for 
West Africa: Nigeria, the Cameroons, 
French Equatorial Africa. ¢ 


Wed.—Psalm 15:1-5. Truthfulness Desired. 
PrayER SuGGESTIONS: The characteris- 
tics of the godly are set forth in this selec- 
tion. Uprightness, righteousness, truthful- 
ness, avoidance of slander, reproach, 
opposition to ungddliness, love of the godly, 
and benevolence are mentioned by the 
Psalmist. God, who dwells in light unap- 
proachable upon the mountain of holiness, 
calls upon us to be holy. The one who is 
sincere, true, and loyal to Christ will guard 
his tongue from speaking evil of men, will 
estimate character at its real worth, honor 
true piety, and abide in constant communion 








WE WISH to communicate with active 
Christian believers in ely - settled 
districts, especially west and northwest of 
the Missouri River and where church and 
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“Enclosed find check for..”’ 


e For over eighty years we have been sending these 
welcome letters to holders of Annuity Agreements 
| of the American Bible Society. Never...in good 
_ times or bad... has any annuitant failed to receive 
| his check. 

These Annuity Agreements are safe. They are 
backed by the resources and conservative business 
management of a trust-worthy institution whose 
, work, the distribution of the Scriptures, is indis- 

pensable to the Christian enterprise. 

- Would you like to know how you can receive a specified 
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AMERICAN HOME BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1342 R. I, Ave., N. W., Washington, D.C. 
FUNDAMENTAL—N ONSECTARIAN—COEDUCATIONAL. 
Local—Evening classes only. Correspondence School. 
Home Reading and Family Altar Series. 

No Charges— Voluntary Contributions. 


HOTEL PARKSIDE 


NEW YORK 


In Gramercy Park 
ONE OF NEW YORK’S NICEST HOTELS 


Near all the denominational head- 
quarters and Mission Boards... . 
convenient to ail parts of the city. 


SINGLE ROOMS from $2.00 daily 
Attractive weekly and monthly rates 
MODERATE RESTAURANT PRICES 
In order to maintain its traditional high 
standards and homelike atmosphere 
The Parkside does not serve liquor. 
IRVING PLACE AT 20TH STREET 
Under Reliance Direction 

















Prepare Thoroughly ! 


Courses: Three Year Theological, Christian 
Education,. Missionary; One Year Medical; 
One Year Aggressive Evangelism. 

Tuition Free — Room and Board Nominal— 
Fire-proof Building. 

Catalogue on Request. 
The National Bible Institute 
340 W. 55th Street New York City 
Don O. Shelton, President B. Allen Reed, Director 


ORK UN ON 


MILITARY 
ACADEMY 
An Honor Christian School with the highest 
academic rating. Upper School prepares for 
university or business. ROTC. Every modern 
equipment. Junior School from six years. 
Housemother. Separate building. Catalogue, 
Dr. J. J. Wicker, Fork Union, Virginia. 





















WORLD'S FAIR} 
VISITORS 


May We Serve You in 
Your Chicago Visit ? 


If you are going to visit Chicago’s great fair this 
year send us your name and address and we will 
send you information that will help you get the 
most out of your trip. 


Also ask for any information desired regarding 
roads, hotels and rates. No 
charge for this service. 


All hotels recommended by this 
bureau are of highest character, 
experienced in servicing church 

ople, either as individuals or 
in groups. They are speciali 
selected for their closeness to all 
churches. 
Tell us what information you want. If Sy pre- 
fer some particular section of Chicago for your 
visit, tell us. We will send you a list of recom- 
mended rooms and apartments in that vicinity, 
Remember this service is free. rite or wire 


today. There is no obligation. 
PROGRESS SERVICE BUREAU 


3333 Washington Bivd., Chicago i 
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with the Lord. Psalm 15 corresponds in 
many ways to the thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians. Pray for South Africa: 
Basutoland. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 4 : 14-25. 
Truthfulness Valuable. 
Prayer Succestions: Error is falsehood 
in doctrine. It is like the variable wind, 
and men who love it are like weathervanes, 
or worse, like tumbleweed in a gale. Men 
in cunning craftiness lie in wait to deceive. 
Only as we love the truth of God’s Word, 
and live in it, and allow it to live in us 
shall we escape from their snares. The 
secret of escape from religious error is 
keeping close to Christ. When a man 
knows and confesses that Christ has the 
words of eternal life, and is the soul’s one 
necessity, and all-sufficiency, he is not likely 
to be gullible. We are imperfect, preju- 
diced, provincial, but the Scriptures are per- 
fect, truth-filled, and superior to every- 
thing conceived by the human imagination. 
“Buy the truth, and sell it not.” Pray for 
Manchukuo. 


Fri.—Exodus 23 : 1-9. Truthfulness Commanded. 

Prayer Succestions: “Thou shalt not 
raise a false report” agrees with “Speak 
every man the truth with his neighbour.” 
The Christian is not under the law of 
Moses, but he is “under the law to 
Christ.” The Christian has a spirit within 
that makes him want to avoid the appear- 
ance of evil and to do good. This work 
of grace wrought in him keeps him from 
antinomianism, as it does from legality. All 
about us anguish-stricken people are cast- 
ing about for a friend in whom they may 
confide. How few there are in whom they 
may repose for comfort, peace, and 
hope. God expects us to live the truth and 
speak the truth. Pray for Burma, India, 
Tibet. 


Sat.—Zechariah 8 : 9-17. Truthfulness Rewarded. 


PRAYER SvuGGEsTIonS: When Israel 
hearkened to God’s prophets, Haggai and 
Zechariah, God sent them this message, “I 
am with you.” “Before these days there 
was no... peace....I set all men every 
one against his neighbour. ... BUT now 
. . . the seed shall be prosperous; the vine 
shall give her fruit, and the ground shall 
give her increase, and the heavens shall 
give their dew; and I will cause . . . this 
people to possess all these things . . . so 
will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing.” 
Truly “righteousness exalteth a nation.” 
God is chastening nations today where 
truth has fallen to the ground. Divine 
punishments come for want of truth. Pray 
for Asia: Turkey in Asia, Palestine, Syria, 
Irak, Arabia, und Persia. 


Sun.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. The Way of Truth. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: The way of truth 
is clean, leads to God, guards from sin, 
enriches the soul, and perfects the spiritual 
life. The actions of a Christian should 
always be founded in truth. He should 
worship God, serve and walk before him, as 
well as rejoice in, speak to one another in, 
and always meditate upon truth. God de- 
sires truth in the hidden parts, and that it 
shall be in our lives the fruit of the Spirit. 
Truth is a part of the Christian’s armor, 
and is the path of life after the pattern of 
Christ who is the Life, the Truth, and the 
Way. Pray for Asia: Manchuria, Japan, 
and Korea. 
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[ With the New Books 


The King’s Own Honors Roll. By 
Charles J. Rolls. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $3.) The first seven chapters 
of Revelation are the subject of this vol- 
ume. It is the author’s intention to follow 
it with another book. He tells us that his 
sole purpose is to confine his attention to the 
Person unveiled. He explains the preterit, 
the futurist, the historicist, and the spiritual 
views, and says that he will agree in part 
with each. He, however, argues stren- 
uously against the futurist view, especially 
taking issue with the view of a secret rap- 
ture, In this connection his lengthy exposi- 
tion of Daniel 12:1-3 and Isaiah 26:19 
should be very interesting to all Bible stu- 
dents. He divides Revelation into four sec- 
tions: chapters 1-3 deal with the saints 
of the Church, chapters 4-7 with the heirs 
and the inheritance, chapters 8-13 with the 
subjects of the Kingdom, and chapters 
14-22 with the citizens of the city. The 
fourfold glories of Christ are set forth, 
showing him as administrator, executor, 
mediator, and adjudicator, these sections 
corresponding in turn to the four Gospels. 
The chief value of the book seems to be 
in the setting forth of the honors and final 
triumph of our Lord. Of course many 
prophetic students will disagree largely with 
the teachings as to the Book of Revelation. 
It should have the effect of forcing us to 
search the Scriptures like the noble Bereans, 
to see whether these things are so. The 
author is premillennial, and believes that 
we are near the end of the age. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One. copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
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